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AMENDMENT OF THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims In the 
application: 

LlBttna of Claims: 

1 . (Currently AmendekJ) A method for conducting an electronic 
negollatlon of a commenclal transaction wherein said electronic negotiation le 
guaranteed to terminate, comprising: 

a step of advenislng a product with an advertlswient, wherein said product 
that is to be negotiated is listed by a first negotiating party, the advertisem^ 
comprising a set of attribute-value pairs, each attribute-value pair Including an 
attribute and a range ci values for the attribute, for the pn^duct listed In ttie 
advertisement; 

a step of looking up, wherein the product listed In the advertisement is located 
for a second negotiating party, wherein at least one of a f trst set of attribute-value 
pairs is displayed to the second negotiating party; 

a step of offering, wherein the second negotiattng party offers to negotiate one 
or more attributes for ttie product llsited in the advertisement; 

a step of counter-offering, wherein the tlrst negotiating party responds to the 
offer with a first counter-offer; and 

a step of displaying at least one of a second set of attribute-value pairs to the 
second negotiating party if each attribute Is not agreed to or a failed negotiation is 
not declared, wherein the second negotiating party and the first negotiating party 
continue to exchange counter-offers until each attribute Is agreed to or the failed 

negotiation Is declarecL 

wherein one or more attribute? ^ fmm the set attribute^atuQ oalrs are 
Introduced wfth a correso ondlna range nf values anri each counter-offer reduces th^ 
r^n^fl of valuf ^ fnr at least one attribute that was Previously tntrQ<JuCe<», t^Y 
n&rrowlna a oao between values for a prevlouslv introduced flttrit?<^$ of bY 
intrpducino a new attrlbt itfl from the set of attribute»value pairs. 
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2. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, wherein the step of 
lookina up locates the product listed In the advertisement by comparing one or more 
attribute-values provided by the second negotiating party with the set of attribute- 
value pairs In the advertisement 

3. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 . wherein the step of 
offering comprises a first proposed range of values that the second negotiating party 
is offering for a first attribute that is Included In the set of attribute-value pairs. 

4. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 3, wherein the first 
counter-offer comprises a second proposed range of values that the first negotiating 
party Is offering for the first attribute. 

6. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 4, wherein the second 
proposed range of values consists of the same values as the first proposed range of 
values and the first counter-offer further comprises a third proposed list of values or 
range of values that the first negotiating party is offering for a second attribute that is 
Included tn the set of attribute-value pairs. 

6. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 5, wherein the first 
proposed range of values is a list in order from the second negotiating party's most 
preferred value to the second negotiating party's least preferred value. 

1. (Previously Presented) The method of dalm 4, wherein the first 
courrter-offer further comprises a sin^e proposed value that the first negotiating 
party Is offering for a third attribute that Is Included In the set of atlrlbute-value pairs. 

8. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 7, further comprising a 
second counter-offer, in which the second negotiating party responds to the first 
counterKiffer, the second counter-offer comprising the single proposed value from 
the first counter-offer, whereby the Inclusion of the single proposed value indicates 
that the third attribute Is agreed to and is prohibited from being further negotiated. 
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9. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 , wherein the attribute- 
value pairs C(»7ipiis8 an attribute that is negotiated with single proposed values, 

10. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1. wherein the offer and 
the one or more ccManter-offers introduce e value for each attrtoute In the set of 
attribute-value pairs, the negotiation protocol further comprising an offer that Includes 
a single value for each attribute and in response to which the agreement is reached 
or the failed negotiation Is dedared. 

11. (Previously Presented) The method of daim 1, wherein one or more 
attributes from the set of attribute-value pairs are introduced and each counter-offer 
includes a value for each attribute that was previously introduced except for 
previously agreed to attributes, 

12. (Canceled) 

13. (Previously Presented) The method of dalm 1, wherein a single value 
for a first attribute from the set of attribute-value pairs Is agreed to in a counter-offer 
and the ftrat attribute is prohibited from being introduced Into any subsequent 
counter-offer, 

14. (Previously Presented) The.method of daim 1, further comprising a 
step of entering into an agreement, wherein said agreement is entered Into when 
each attribute is agreed to* whereby the first negotiating party and the second 
negotiating party finalize the dellvoTy of the product. 

1 5. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 , wherein the first 
counter-offer Includes a declaration of a failed negotiation due to the second 
negotiating party falling to comply with the negotiation protocol, whereby the failed 
negotiation Is declared. 

1 6. (Previously Presented) The method of daim 1 ^ wherdn one of the 
counter-offers Introduces two or more differerrt values for at least one attribute from 
the attribute-value pairs. 
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1 7. (Previously Preswited) A method for electronically negotiating a 
commercial transaction that is guaranteed to terminate, said niethod connprialng: 

advertising a product that Is offered for electronic negotiation by a first 
negotiating party, wherein the advertising atep comprises listing a set of attrfbale- 
value pairs for the product, wherein each attributa-vatue pair Includes an attribute 
and a negotiable list of values for the attribute; 

looking-up the product from tiie advertising step, wherein the looWng-up step 
comprises: 

displaying to a second negotiating party the &0t of attribute-value pairs, 

and 

comparing one or more attribute-values provided by the second 
negc^iating party with the sjet of attribute-value pairs In the advertisement to find a 
match; 

offering to electronically negotiate one or more attributes from the attribute- 
value palra for the product, wherein the offering step oomprises proposing the 
second negoHating party's ilst of values for a first attribute from the set of attribute- 
value paifs: 

countering the offering step with the first negotiating party's proposal of a list 
of values for the first attribute of the product; 

displaying to the second negotiating party the first negotiating part/s 
proposal; 

determining one of; when each attribute from the attribute-value pairs is 
agreed to, and when a tailed negotiation Is declared; and 

conducting one or more additional courTtering steps until one of: each attribute 
from the attribute-value pairs is agreed to, and the failed negotiation is declared, 
wherein the second negotiating party and the first negotiating party alternate 
conducting the countering steps until <^e of: each attribute from the attribute-value 
pairs Is agreed to, and ifie failed negotiation is declared. 
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18. (Previously Presented) The method of daim 17» wherein each 
countering step, one of: reduces a list of values for a previously introduced attribute, 
narrows a gap between values for a previously introduced attribute, and introduces a 
new attribute from a set of attribut»-va!ue pairs unless one of: each attribute from the 
attribute-lvalue pairs Is agreed to, and the failed negotiation is declared. 

19. (Original) The method of claim 17, wherein one of the countering steps 
lists a single value for each previously introduced attribute from the set of atlribute- 
vaiue pairs. 

20. (Canceled) 

21 . (Previously Presented) A computer program product having computer 
readable medium with computer program logic recorded thereon for conducting an 
electronic negotlatlw that is guaranteed to temilnate. said computer program 
product comprising: 

code for advertising a product that is to be electronically negotiated vrfierein 
said product Is listed by a first negotiating party and said code for advertising 
operates to produce an advertisement comprising a set of attribute-value pairs, each 
attribute-value pair Including an attribute and a range of values for the attribute, for 
the product Hated !n the advertisement; 

code for looking-up said product listed In said advertisement for a second 
negotiating party, wherein at least one of a first set of attribute-value pairs Is 
displayed to said second negotiating party; 

code for enabling said second negotiating party to submit an offer to negotiate 
one or more attributes for eaid product listed In said advertisement; and 

code for enabling said first negotiating party to respond to said offer with a 
first counter-offer and, vrtien one of; each attribute Is not agreed to, and a failed 
negotiation Is not dedared then at least one of a second set of attribute-value pairs is 
displayed to said second negotiating party, wherein the second negotiating party and 
the first negoSating party continue to exchange counter-offers until one of: each 
attribute Is agreed to, and the failed negotiation Is declared. 

6 HP PDNO 10Sa25S4-1 



PAGE 10/22*RCVDAT1/im65:06:fl9PM [Eastern Standard Tlme]^SVR:US 



Jan .19 200G 5:12PM HP IP GROUP FRX 



281-514-8332 



p. 1 1 



22. (Previously Preaented) The computer program product of claim 21 
wherein said code for lookinB-up said product locates the product listed In the 
advertisement by comparing one or more attribute-values provided by the second 
negotiating party with the set of attribute-value pairs in the advertisement. 

23. (Previously Presented) The computer program product of claim 21 
wherein said offer comprises a first proposed range of values that the second 
negotiating party is offering for a first attribute that is included in the set of attribute- 
value pairs. 

24. (Previously Presented) The computer program product of ciaim 23. 
wherein the first counter-offer comprises a second prap<*ed range of values that the 
first negotiating party Is offering for the first attribute. 

25. (Previously Presented) The computer program product of claim 24, 
wherein the second proposed range of values consists of the same values as the 
first prt)posed range of values and the first counter-offer further comprises a third 
proposed range of values that the first negotiating party Is offering for a second 
attribute that Is induded in the set of attribute-value pairs. 

2a. (Previously Presented) TTie computer program product of claim 25, 
wherein the first proposed range of values Is a list in order from the second 
negotiating party's most preferred value to the second negotiating part/s least 
preferred value. 

27. (Previously Presented) The computer program product of claim 24, 
wherein the first counter-offer further comprises a single proposed value that the first 
negotiating party Is offering for a third attribute that Is Included in the set of attribute- 
value pairs. 
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28. (Previously Presented) The computer program product of claim 27» 
further comprising code for enabling said second negotiatlno party to respond to said 
first counter-offer with a second counter-offer, wherein tfie second counter-offer 
connprises the single proposed value from the first counter-offer, whereby the 
inclusion of the single proposed value Indicates that the third attribute is agreed to 
and Is prohibited from being further negotiated. 

29. (Previously Presented) The computer program product of claim 21 , 
wherein the attribute-value pairs comprise an attribute mat is negotiated with single 
proposed values. 

30. (Previously Presented) The computer program product of claim 21 , 
wherein the offer and the one or more counter-offers introduce a value for each 
attribute In the set of attribute-value pairs, the computer program product further 
comprising code for creating a final offer that Includes a single value for each 
attribute and In response to said final offer one of: ttie agreement is reached, and the 
failed negotiation is declared. 

31 . (Previously Presented) The computer program product of claim 21 p 
wherein one or more attributes from the set of attribute-value pairs are Introduced 
and each counter-offer includes a value for each attribute that was previously 
introduced except for previously agreed to attributes. 

32. (Previously Presented) The computer program product of daim 21 , 
wherein one or more attributes from the set of attribute-value pairs are Introduced 
with a con^esponding range of values and each counter-offer reduces the range of 
values for at least one attribute that was previously Introduced, and one of: narrows 
a gap between values for a previously introduced attribute, and Introduces a new 
attribute from the set of attribute-value pairs. 
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33. (Previously Presented) The computer program product of claim 21, 
wherein a sinole value for a first attribute from the set of attrtoute-value pairs is 
agreed to In a counter-oifer and the first attribute is prohibited from being Introduced 
Into any subsequent counter-offer. 

34. (Previously Presented) The computer program product of claim 21 , 
further comprising code for creating an agreement, that ie entered into when each 
attribute Is agreed to, whereby said code for creating an agreement assists the first 
negotiating party and the second negotiating party in finalizing the delivery of the 
product 

35. (Previously Presented) The computer program product of claim 21 , 
wherein the first counter-crffer includes a declaration of a failed negotiation due to the 
second negotiating party falling to comply with rules of the negotiation, whereby the 
failed negotiation is declared. 

36. (Previously Presented) The computer program product of claim 21 , 
wherein one of the counter-offers introduces two or more different values for at least 
one attribute from the attribute-value pairs. 
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